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“There shall be a Committee on Student Life. The committee shall concern itself with the aspects
of student life. It shall consider such matters as campus activities and organizations, health and
recreation, advising and counseling, and university environment and living conditions. The
Committee shall also serve as a liaison between students and the Senate, Student Affairs,
Academic Affairs, and other administrative offices of the University. It shall advise and consult
regularly with the Vice President for Student Affairs”.
(From the Bylaws of the Senate of Syracuse University, Article V. Standing Committees, Section
6, as amended during the 2011-2012 session of the University Senate)
The Student Life Committee met at the beginning of the Fall 2015 semester with Rebecca
Kantrowitz, Senior Vice President and Dean of the Division of Student Affairs; Aysha Seedat,
President of the Student Association; Can Aslan, President of the Graduate Student
Organization; and Nedda Sarshar, President of the Residence Hall Association. This meeting
provided the committee with a general idea of the issues that relate to student life, and after some
discussion, three issues were selected to be the committee’s main focus throughout the academic
year. These 3 topics are: student safety with a focus on off-campus life, graduate student support
& career services, and alcohol consumption & sexual assault.
In this report, the committee will be presenting its findings on student safety with a focus on offcampus life.
On January 2016 the committee met with Elin Riggs, Director of the Office of Off-campus and
Commuter Services (OOCCS); Tony Calisto, Senior Vice President and Chief Law Enforcement
Officer of DPS; Bobby Maldonado, Chief of Public Safety of DPS; and Joseph Cecil, First
Deputy Chief at the Syracuse Police Department (SPD).
As the presenters indicated, there are several safety/security issues that need to be addressed:
burglaries and on street assaults.
Regarding burglaries, we were informed that a great number of the incidents that happen offcampus, which added up to a total of 24 burglaries in 2014 (As reported by DPS in their “Your
Safety and Security 2015” annual report, p.45). Many of these could have been avoided if
students followed simple precautions. It is not uncommon to find student houses with unlocked
doors and windows and cars with unlocked doors.
This issue of students not locking their property has been a significant problem in our
community for some years now. However, previous attempts on educating the students about
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locking their doors and windows have had a positive impact. In previous years, the Office of Offcampus and Commuter Services handed out stickers or fridge magnets to students with messages
like “Lock your door”. This approach appeared to have a positive outcome, as perceived by
DPS, SPD, and OOCCS (accurate numbers to back-up this claim are hard to obtain due to the
difference in the time lapse of implementation [academic year 2013-2014] and DPS’ annual
reports [not by academic year]).
Moreover, Joseph Cecil from SPD explained that the creation of a Neighborhood Watch has
significantly decreased the number of burglaries in places where it has been implemented.
Recommendation: We suggest that the Office of Residence Life and off-campus landlords
collaborate to provide these stickers and fridge magnets to students.
Recommendation: Our committee supports the continuation of efforts by the Syracuse Police
Department to motivate the community to establish Neighborhood Watch initiatives. The
feasibility and means for implementation for this watch can be discussed in a collaboration
between the Student Association, Graduate Student Organization, and the Department of Student
Safety.
Regarding on street robberies, the addition of more blue lights on campus and the surrounding
areas is not expected to influence student safety. The available blue lights today are constantly
used in inappropriate ways by students who are neither in a dangerous situation nor in need of
immediate help. Of the more than 10,000 times these blue lights have been activated, less than a
dozen alarms were set off by students that did need help, and only 1 incident was an actual
emergency.
To prevent robberies from happening, our committee concluded that the education of the
students on safety matters is the best approach to follow. All the information needed by the
students is present in the OOCCS webpage as well as in the DPS webpage. However, students do
not seek and are often unaware of this information, and thus, new means of disseminating safety
information must be found.
Recommendation: The addition of links in the Admissions Office webpage (and other schools’
and departments’ webpages geared towards new students) that will send people to the OOCCS
and DPS webpage, where safety information can be easily accessed. Ideally we would like the
students to get this information at admission time when they are making accommodation
arrangements.
We also discussed the recently launched “Live Safe” app, which provides students, faculty and
staff with new ways of getting in contact with DPS as well as the 9-1-1 system. Similar to
previous topics, it was concluded that information on the function and utilization of the app
should be disseminated to a greater extent throughout the campus community
Recommendation: Inclusion of safety information to graduate students as part of the
communication they received when newly admitted. The committee also suggests that DPS to
give a presentation on the basics of the app at the international students’ orientation week, and to
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inform parents about the app when they come to campus to leave the students at the beginning of
the semester.
Overall, based on all the latest statistics provided by DPS (as reported in “Your Safety and
Security 2015” annual report), which yielded a grand total (both off and on-campus) of 64
burglaries and 4 robberies in 2014, a holistic and interconnected approach to decrease the overall
number of safety incidents discussed in this report must be developed.
Recommendation: The committee makes an overall recommendation that the Student
Association, the Graduate Student Organization, and the Department of Public Safety collaborate
to develop safety materials which could include videos, stickers and magnets with safety
messages, flyers, and others. Digital materials should be sent at the beginning of the academic
year to all undergraduate and graduate students, and in every “Public Safety Notice” sent by DPS
when informing incidents to the SU community. The results from this collaboration effort should
be assessed with an annual report.
Based on these recommendations the committee will continue to meet with DPS and SPD
officers to see how these initiatives are affecting safety. Moreover, the committee will also meet
with SA, GSO, and DPS to discuss the collaboration suggested in this report.

Submitted by the University Senate Committee on Student Life on April 13, 2016.
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