UNIVERSITY SENATE MEETING MINUTES
January 17th, 2018
Maxwell Auditorium, 4:00 pm
The Chair, Ramesh Raina, opened the meeting, welcoming everyone and acknowledged the Onondaga
Nation, the indigenous people on whose ancestral lands Syracuse University now stands. The Chair
reminded attendees that if they wish to speak, they should raise their voting clickers to signify that they
are a senator, and they should state their name for the record.
The Chair began with the first order of business - the Approval of the minutes from the December 6th
Senate meeting. The Chair called for any questions or corrections. As there were none, the Chair made a
motion to approve the minutes, the vote was held and the motion carried. The minutes were approved.
The Chair began the next order of business, the Agenda Committee report. The Chair noted that the
Senate has a very busy reporting schedule for the semester, with several standing committees still to
report and three additional ad hoc committees. The Chair announced that the Agenda Committee had
decided to make the February 7th Open Forum meeting, and the March 28th “as needed” meeting, regular
business meetings. The Senate committee chairs will be receiving an updated presentation schedule in the
coming week.
The Chair announced that the Agenda Committee is still looking to add student committee members.
Any nominations should be sent to himself or the Senate Recorder at SUSenate@syr.edu. The Chair then
introduced Chancellor Kent Syverud to give his remarks.
Chancellor’s Remarks
Winter Message, January 16th – video and Chancellor’s remarks are available at news.syr.edu. Any
feedback or ideas can be sent to the Chancellor.
Upcoming Chancellor Shaw Events
•

April – series of events honoring the former Chancellor and his wife
o SU Press releasing book “Syracuse University: The Shaw Years”
o Panel discussion: the book and the impact of the Shaws on SU, Central New York, and
higher education
o Chancellor Shaw and his wife will visit campus for rededication of Shaw Quadrangle
o Dates and details will be forthcoming

Fundraising
•

Update:
o We have raised $80.4 million in new gifts and pledges.
o 57% increase over this time last year
o More than 50% of the way toward our goal of $150 million this year
o 26% increase in donor participation over last year.
o Focus on achieving this year’s goals and fundraising for undergraduate scholarships in
support of Invest Syracuse.

Student - Faculty Relationships
•
•
•

Many recounting their experiences of sexual abuse by those in power
Appropriate time for the University to re-examine all its programs and policies
Senate Agenda Committee has charged the Senate Committee on Academic Freedom, Tenure
and Professional Ethics with reviewing these policies
o Committee is currently assembling a working group.
o Group will consist of members of both the AFTPE and Women’s Concerns committees
o Will review the University’s policies regarding relationships between faculty and
students, such as Section 4.1 of the Faculty Manual
o Hopes to have recommendation to the Senate by May of this year.
o Provost and academic deans in close contact on this subject and will be involved in these
important conversations.

Conclusion
The Chancellor is looking forward to joining the University community during the Martin Luther King
Jr. Celebration, to take place in the Carrier Dome on Sunday, January 28th, at 4:30 p.m. Information
regarding the event can be found at MLK.syr.edu.
At the conclusion of the Chancellor’s remarks, the Chair introduced Provost Michele Wheatly to give
her remarks to the Senate.
Provost Wheatly provided information regarding Middle States
•
•

•

Middle States site visit is coming up. An email will be sent to the faculty on January 18th with
details regarding the visit.
There are four key objectives for strategic improvement. Information regarding the objectives, as
well as the visit, the external review, and the University’s self-study can be found at:
http://middlestates.syr.edu/.
The final step will take place March 25th through the 28th. The University should have a decision
in June.

At the end of her remarks, Provost Wheatly introduced Associate Provost LaVonda Reed, along with
Libby Barlow, Alan Middleton, and Ravi Dharwadkar, to present an overview of the Faculty Salary
Review.
The review included the following:
o Salaries were reviewed from the 2013/14 AY to 2016-17 AY
o Includes
 all full time faculty
o Excludes
 all part time faculty
 Staff instructors




Adjuncts
Current and former administrators

Discussion followed the panel’s presentation. The committee’s overview can be found at:
http://universitysenate.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Faculty-Salary-CommitteePresentation-to-University-Senate-January-17-2018-Final.pdf
The Chair introduced Senator Kira Reed to present the report for the Senate Committee on Curricula.
Senator Reed asked for any questions or edits. As there were none, she made a motion to approve the
report. The vote was taken and the motion passed. The report was approved.
The Chair then announced that the Committee on Honorary Degrees would be presenting the
committee’s nominees for honorary degrees. The Chair asked all non-senators to kindly depart the
auditorium. The Chair introduced Senator Chris Day to announce the committee’s nominees. The
biographical information of the nominees was sent confidentially to senators prior to the meeting and will
not be reproduced for the minutes.
The first nominee was offered. Discussion followed among the Senate membership. A vote was held on
the first nominee. The first nominee was not approved by the Senate membership.
The second nominee was offered. Discussion followed among the Senate membership. A vote was held
on the second nominee. The second nominee was approved by majority vote by the Senate membership.
The third nominee was offered. Discussion followed among the Senate membership. A vote was held on
the third nominee. The third nominee was not approved by the Senate membership.
At the conclusion of the voting, the Senate meeting reconvened and the Chair asked if there was any old
business, as there was none, the Chair asked if there was any new business. As there was none, the Chair
motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and the meeting adjourned at 5:32 pm.
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